U.S. TRAVEL

ASSOCITIATION-®

February 25, 2021
Dear Member of Congtess,

On behalf of the undersigned businesses, organizations and industry representatives, we write in support of the
bipartisan Hospitality and Commerce Jobs Recovery Act, as introduced by Senators Cortez-Masto and Cramer and
Representatives Horsford and LaHood. The bill is designed to help lift up all corners of the travel industry—
including hotels, airport vendors, airlines, bus companies, travel agencies, tour operators, restaurants, caterers,
attractions, convention centers, event organizers and suppliers, food and beverage companies, and many more.

As you know, COVID-19 is wreaking an unbelievable amount of economic damage on the travel industry—more
than 9 times greater than what the industry experienced after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Last year, the pandemic
caused the industry to shrink by almost $500 billion—Ieading to the loss of millions of jobs. Without a doubt, no
industry has suffered more from this crisis than the travel industry.

Leisure and hospitality currently account for almost 40 percent of all U.S. jobs lost due to the pandemic. It’s clear
the broader economy will not be able to fully recover without targeted stimulus to address the unique economic
challenges inflicted on the travel industry—an industry that, before the pandemic, had long been a reliable source of
economic growth and stability in many communities around the country.

Therefore, we ask you to support swift enactment of the Hospitality and Commerce Jobs Recovery Act to provide a
targeted, yet comprehensive way to bring back the jobs that were lost as soon as possible. Key among the
provisions are tax incentives to help restore long-term planning and economic activity at convention centers, hotels,
restaurants, attractions, souvenir shops, transportation hubs, and other travel-dependent establishments.

The bill also seeks to strengthen America’s food supply chain by including targeted measures to address the
unprecedented level of loss in spoiled food and beverage inventory last year due to local shutdown orders.

As the broader travel and hospitality industry continues to do its part to provide a safe and healthy environment for
its workers and guests—we look to Congtess to help put in place the policies needed to facilitate a quick and
sustainable economic recovery, ensuring a better and brighter future for all travel workers.
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